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Address 1-banchi, Uchimaru, Morioka City
Date of Designation as a National Historic Site  April 12, 1837

Advised by Asano Nagamasa about the castle site, Nambu Nobunao (the first lord of the Morioka domain), appointed his hei, Toshinao.
(the second lord) as sBbugyo (in charge of the construction) and started to build Morioka Castle in 1597.
In spite of damage by the repeated fiooding of the Kitakami and Nakatsu Rivers, construction continued for thirty-six years. In 1633,
Nambu Shigenao (the third lord) finally entered Morioka Castle.  Subsequently, the castle was the residence of the Nambu clan throughout
the Nambu domain period.

The castle s sited on a hill jutting out at the confiuence of the Kitakami and Nakatsu Rivers. Its basic layout consists of the uchi kuruwa
(inner castle compound) containing the honmaru (main building), ninomary {second building), and koshi kuruwa {connecting corridor).
There was a water-filled moat on the north side of the uchi kuruwa, and also a moat and mound were constructed all around Uchimaru area,
formerty rough terrain which had been flattened to form the soto kuruwa (outer castle compound).  Outermost compounds (t guruwa)
including that on the easter side of the Nakatsu River, were placed as if they defended the soto kuruwa.  Though all the buildings on the
premises of the castle were destroyed in 1874. the ruined castle site was redesianed by garden architect Yasuhei Nagaoka in 1906.

This well-maintained lwate Park is now a piace of

recreaion ana resaxanon Tor many city residents, In 2006 this castle site was given the nickname of Morioka-jo Ato Kben (Morioka Castle
Site Park) to celebrate the one-hundredth anniversary of lwate Park.
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